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BOTANY. 1 

Decades of North American Lichens. — Botanists have lately 
received the 16th, 17th and 18th decades of this interesting distribu- 
tion by Clara E. Cummings, T. A Williams and A. B. Seymour. An 
examination of the specimens shows them to be most satisfactory. The 
species included are the following : 151. Mamalina Iwvigata Fr. 
(Tex.) ; 152. R. pollinarella Nyl. (So. Dak.) ; 153. Evernia vulpina 
(L.) Ach. (Calif.) ; 154. Theloschisles villosa (Ach.) Wainio, (L. 
Calif.) ; 155. Parmelia borreri Turn. (So. Dak.) ; 156. Umbiliearia hy- 
perborea Hoffm. (N. H.) ; 157. U. phcea Tuck. (Calif.) ; 158. Sticta 
aurata (Sm.) Ach. (So. Car.); 159. S. anthraspis Ach. (Calif.) ; 160. 
Peltigera aphthosa (L.) Hoffm. (Me.) ; 161. Pannaria lanuginosa 
(Ach.) Koerb. (Iowa) ; 162. Gollema pulposum (Bernh.) Nyl. (Iowa) ; 
163. Leptogium pulchellum (Ach.) Nyl. (Iowa) ; 164. Placodium muro- 
rum (Hoffm.) DC, (Mass.) ; 165a. P. eerinum (Hedw.) Naeg. & Hepp. 
(Ohio) ; 165b. P. eerinum (Hedw.) Naeg. & Hepp. (Iowa) ; 166. Le- 
canora muralis (Schreb) Schaer., a. saxicola Schaer. (Iowa) ; 167. Le- 
canora varia (Ehrh.) Nyl. d. symmicta Ach. (Me.) ; 168. Rinodina ore- 
ina (Ach.) Mass. (So. Dak.) ; 169. R. sophodes (Ach.) Nyl., e. exigua 
Fr. (So. Dak.); 170. Pertusaria velata (Turn.) Nyl. (Iowa); 171. 
Biatora suffusa Fr. (Iowa) ; 172. Buellia oidalea Tuck. (Calif.) ; 173. 
Opegrapha varia (Pers.) Fr. (So. Dak.) ; 174. Graphis ajzelii Ach. 
(La.) ; 175. 6. seripta (L.) Ach., var. serpentaria Ach. (So. Dak.) ; 
176. Arthonia dispersa (Schrad.) Nyl. (Nebr.) ; 177a. A. hcideella 
Nyl. (Mass.); 177b. A. leeideellaTSyl. (Iowa) ; 178. A. r adiata (Pers.) 
Th. Fr. (Iowa) ; 179. Calicium quereinum Pers. (Ohio) ; 180. Pyrenula 
subprostans (Nyl.) Tuck. (No. Car.). 

Charles E. Bessey. 

North American species of Polygonum. — Mr. John K. Small 
has done a good work in bringing out his monograph of this interest- 
ing genus, which is issued as one of the Memoirs from the Department 
of Botany of Columbia College. All told there are according to this 
paper, seventy species, and in discussing these, the synonymy is fully 
and carefully worked out. The descriptions are full, and leave little 
to be desired. The omission of all reference to type specimens, and 
specimens examined from different localities and herbaria is to be 

1 Edited by Prof. C. E. Bessey, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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regretted, especially as this might have been done very easily. This 
monograph will be of much service to students of these widely dis- 
tributed plants. 

Notes. — Two valuable papers on embryology have recently ap- 
peared in the Botanical Gazette, viz. " The embryo-sac of Aster novce- 
anglice" by Charles J. Chamberlain and " Contributions to the embryo- 
logy of the Ranunculacese," by David M. Mottier. Part III of Murray's 
" Phycological Memoirs " appeared in April (London, Dulau & Co.). 
It contains papers on Pachytheoa, calcareous pebbles formed by Algse, 
Diatoms (list), Maeroeystis and Postelsia, and a Comparison of the 
Arctic and Antarctic Marine Floras. Baillon's Histoire des Plantes 
has nearly completed its thirteenth volume, the last part being a 
monograph of the Palmacese. The illustrations are, as usual, of high 
excellence, and the general treatment is quite like that in preceding parts. 
Botanists will not be likely, however, to accept his substitution of 
Botang L., Fl. Zeyl. (1747) for Calamus L., Sp. PI. (1753). We 
notice, also, that the author doubts the validity of Sereno Watson's 
genus Erythea, suggesting its identity with either Brahea or Copernica. 
From a notice of the London Catalogue of British Plants, in the June 
number of the Journal of Botany, we learn with pleasure that our 
usually conservative brethren across the water have adopted some of 
the " radical " views of certain American botanists. The editor of the 
the Journal says " certain necessary alterations in nomenclature have 
been made" and then gives 'without a word of dissent the following: 

Nuphar Sm., now Nymphasa L. 

Nymphcea L., now Castalia Salisb. 

Corydalis Ventenat, Choix des Plantes, xix (1803), now Neckera 
Scopoli, Introd. 313 (1777). 

Capsella Medic. Pflanzeng. i. 85 (1792), now Bursa Weber, in Wigg. 
Prim. Fl. Holsat. 47 (1780). 

Lepigonum Wahlberg, Fl. Gothob. 45 (1820), now Buda Adanson, 
Fam. des Plantes, ii. 507 (1763). 

Mertensia Roth, Catalect. i. 34 (1797), now Pneumaria Hill, Veg. 
Syst. vii. 40 (1764). 

Calystegia Brown, Prodr. 483 (1810), now Volvulus Medic, in Sta- 
atsw. Vorles. Churpf. Phys. Oek. Ges. i. 202 (1791). 

Leersia Solander, ex Swartz, Prod. Ind. Occ. 21 (1788), ffomalocen- 
chrus Mieg, ex Haller, Stirp. Helv. ii. 201 (1768). 



